CIVILISATIONS OF THE EAST

in the race as they have with us, but the
barrier between rich and poor has never been
as great as it is m the modern West, and it
has been at least as easy, probably easier, to
rise from bottom to top And this social fact
is reflected in the bearing and manners of the
Chinese. I have never been in a country
where the common people are at once so self-
respecting, so independent, and so courteous.
In America, for example, everybody appears
to think it necessary to assure you that they
are as good as you are by behaving rudely to
you. Nothing of the kind obtains in China,
for it would never occur to them that they
are not as good There is none of this self-
conscious assertion of their rights, still less
is there anything of that obsequiousness
which one meets everywhere in India. The
Chinese man is the democratic man. He is
already, so far as his attitude to himself and
to his fellows is concerned, what democrats
hope the western man may become. His
attitude is democratic, just as it is positive
and secular. And this underlying and funda-
mental likeness to the man of the modern
West is, m my judgment, far more important
and significant than the superficial differences
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